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Focus Genre Research

Genres are based on groups of films that, due to shared characteristics, have been

associated with one another under a specific genre designation within culturally

embedded practices of production, reception, and/or discourse during a particular

historical period and within a definable context. In the sense of a cluster, a genre

constitutes an assemblage of structural features that can configure themselves in

ever-changing and mutable constellations. Genres cannot be determined solely by

a set of films; rather, they come into existence through the circulation and

reception of texts within their cultural context.

Translated by AI from: Kuhn, Markus; Scheidgen, Irina; Weber, Nicola Valeska (2013): Genretheorien und 

Genrekonzepte. In: Dies. (Hg.): Filmwissenschaftliche Genreanalyse. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, S. 1–36, 

hier S. 22f. 
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Tropes as “shared characteristics” of a genre

“A trope is a storytelling device or convention, a shortcut for describing 

situations the storyteller can reasonably assume the audience will 

recognize. Tropes are the means by which a story is told by anyone who 

has a story to tell.”
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Tropes

• Plot conventions

• The Hero’s Journey, Rags to Riches, Redemption Arc, Forbidden Love, etc.

• Character types

• The Chosen One, The Femme Fatale, The Mentor, etc.

• Narrative tools

• Foreshadowing, Checkhov’s Gun, Fourth-Wall-Break, etc.

• TV Tropes reach: Popular culture, but also politics and everyday life

• Debates about censorship 
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Potentials for a data analysis of fan-curated databases 

• Bottom-up-approach

• Genre as communally constructed, negotiated, and expanded

• Inclusive and context-sensitive perspective

• Dynamics of social tagging
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Challenges for a data analysis of fan-curated databases 

• Incomplete data and contradictory perspectives

• Data and data sets are in a constant process of transformation

• Meanings of tropes are negotiated, and their attributions are interpreted in relation 

to the film or work

• In data analysis, situational and contextual interpretations are lost

• cultural biases
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Challenges

• Cultural biases

Shin Godzilla (2016): https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Film/ShinGodzilla (15.09.2025) 

https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Film/ShinGodzilla
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Some results

Comparison Top 5 Tropes (Live-Action Film and in General)

Thematic Cluster
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Some results

• Identification of “media-specific tropes”

• Identification of “franchise-specific tropes”

• Indication of genremixing through the data

Henshin

Hero //

Kaiju

Mecha //

Kaiju
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Ethical questions about power in fan-curated databases 

• Visibility vs. Invisibility

• Hierarchy of tropes and practices of tagging / unequally 

distributed labor of interpretation

• Distortion/biases
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Thank you for 

your attention!
Kontakt: 

Christopher.Zysik@uni-tuebingen.de
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