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Focus Genre Research

Genres are based on groups of films that, due to shared characteristics, have been
associated with one another under a specific genre designation within culturally
embedded practices of production, reception, and/or discourse during a particular
historical period and within a definable context. In the sense of a cluster, a genre
constitutes an assemblage of structural features that can configure themselves in
ever-changing and mutable constellations. Genres cannot be determined solely by
a set of films; rather, they come into existence through the circulation and
reception of texts within their cultural context.

Translated by Al from: Kuhn, Markus; Scheidgen, Irina; Weber, Nicola Valeska (2013): Genretheorien und

Genrekonzepte. In: Dies. (Hg.): Filmwissenschaftliche Genreanalyse. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, S. 1-36,
hier S. 22f.
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ropes

Welcome to TV Tropes

THE ALL DEVOURING POP-CULTURE WIKI

# SugarWiki A Darthwiki B YMMY & WMG # Trivia

Today's Featured Trope
Mortarboard of Intelligence

So you're a writer, and you want
to instantly clue your audience
in to the fact that a character in
your story is a genius or at least
wise. One possible way is to
give them glasses. However,

Follow TV Tropes  § &

Newest Trope
Obsessively Hyperfixated

We all have our own hobbies, concerns, and
distractions. For most of us, we have multiple of these,
and other priorities to boot. On a typical day, we can be
switching through activities and thoughts several times,
perhaps even every few minutes, based on necessity
and circumstance.
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Tropes as “shared characteristics” of a genre

“A trope is a storytelling device or convention, a shortcut for describing
situations the storyteller can reasonably assume the audience will
recognize. Tropes are the means by which a story is told by anyone who
has a story to tell.”
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Tropes

* Plot conventions

« The Hero’s Journey, Rags to Riches, Redemption Arc, Forbidden Love, etc.
» Character types

* The Chosen One, The Femme Fatale, The Mentor, etc.
* Narrative tools

» Foreshadowing, Checkhov’s Gun, Fourth-Wall-Break, etc.

» TV Tropes reach: Popular culture, but also politics and everyday life
» Debates about censorship
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Potentials for a data analysis of fan-curated databases

« Bottom-up-approach

Genre as communally constructed, negotiated, and expanded

Inclusive and context-sensitive perspective

Dynamics of social tagging
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Challenges for a data analysis of fan-curated databases

* Incomplete data and contradictory perspectives

Data and data sets are in a constant process of transformation

Meanings of tropes are negotiated, and their attributions are interpreted in relation
to the film or work

In data analysis, situational and contextual interpretations are lost

cultural biases
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Challenges

* Inclomplete data and contradictory perspectives

kaiju genre o,

About 8,360 results (0.10 seconds) Sort by: Relevance

Kaiju
TV Tropes » Tropes

This is actually one of the oldest genres in film, dating back to the early days of cinema when special effects were new. ... The

‘. idea probably originates from ...

Kaiju Tropes

TV Tropes » pmwiki » pmwiki.php » Main ; KaijuTropes
e

Tagalong Kid: Numerous Showa kaiju movies or series feature child protagonists as stand-ins for the audience of the time. Toku:
1 The genre that birthed the kaiju ...
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Challenges

* Incomplete data and contradictory perspectives

Data and data sets are in a constant process of transformation

Meanings of tropes are negotiated, and their attributions are interpreted in relation
to the film or work

In data analysis, situational and contextual interpretations are lost

cultural biases
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Challenges

 Cultural biases

« America Saves the Day: More like "Japan Saves the Day", so it's downplayed from a Japanese perspective. Even
as it becomes clear Godzilla poses a threat to the entire Earth, any attempts spearheaded by countries outside
Japan fail and make things worse. The US (who accidentally created Godzilla and covered up its existence until it
attacked) are the only one able to injure Godzilla, but this just makes it much more destructive. The UN then
decide to resort to nuclear weapons, which would destroy more than Godzilla had and has the obvious potential to
go very, very wrong, making the rest of the film a Race Against the Clock. Ultimately the best solution comes from
the Japanese-led task force made to deal with Godzilla in the first place, but they end up needing a ot of support

from outside countries In total
Shin GodZzilla (2016): https://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Film/ShinGodzilla (15.09.2025)
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Comparison Top 5 Tropes (Live-Action Film and in General)
trope_name count perc. trope_name count perc.
1
2
3
4
5
Thematic Cluster
3|BigDamnHeroes 34 26,6% [~
4 T » BigBad 92 28,9%
5|BehemothBattle 30 23,4% . <l BigDamnHeroes T0 22,0%
6 >~ gCurbStompBattle 70 22,0%
{ |BigBad 29 22, 7% /7(‘ BehemothBattle b7 21,1%
8
9
10 /
11|CurbStompBattle 25 19,5%
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Some results

* |dentification of “media-specific tropes”
« |ldentification of “franchise-specific tropes”

* Indication of genremixing through the data

PROTECTOR
OF THE UNIVERSE

Henshin
Hero //
Kaiju
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Ethical questions about power in fan-curated databases

* Visibility vs. Invisibility

 Hierarchy of tropes and practices of tagging / unequally
distributed labor of interpretation

* Distortion/biases
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Thank you for
your attention!

Kontakt:
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